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Most of these retouching methods use the 

Adjustment brush (K) in the Develop panel.

After expanding the brush panel use the pull-

down menu to the right of Effect:

I use the following:

Soften Skin (low):  Basically it is a -50 clarity 

brush.

Brighten Eyes:  This is a slight bump in the 

Exposure and negative settings for Clarity and 

Saturation.

Iris Enhance:  A jump in Clarity and Saturation.

Teeth Whitening:  A little extra Exposure and 

some negative Saturation.



These effects are available for specific tasks, such as whitening 

teeth, enhancing irises, or softening skin tones.

Note: If Burn (Darken), Dodge (Lighten), Iris Enhance, Soften Skin, 

or Teeth Whitening is not available, choose Lightroom > 

Preferences (Mac OS) or Edit > Preferences (Windows). In the 

Presets panel, click Restore Local Adjustment Presets.



Make any necessary adjustments in the Basic panel 

to the white balance, exposure (highlights, shadows, 

etc.).  Vibrance can be boosted if desired as it is 

designed to “protect” skin tones.  Contrast is usually 

not boosted for portraits.

Lightroom has a preset in the Presets tab on the left 

(Lightroom General Presets> Sharpen-Faces) for 

portrait sharpening.  It is mild with a lot of masking 

applied.

Any blemishes that you would like to remove can 

usually be dealt with using the Spot Removal Tool 

(Q).  It’s not much different than spotting out sensor 

dust, just zoom keep an eye on the area Lightroom 

selects for the repair.  



For wrinkles and pores select the Adjustment Brush pull down 

menu and choose Skin Soften (Low).

Brush those areas around the eyes and the cheeks.  Use a soft 

edged brush and leave the “auto mask” feature off.  Be 

careful not to brush over areas that should stay sharp, 

eyebrows, eyelids, lips, nostrils etc.

You can usually see the effect well enough but activating the 

“Show Selected Mask Overlay” function lets you see where all 

you have painted the effect.

You can increase or decrease the negative clarity to your 

preference.  Additionally you can add another new brush to 

areas that might desire a little more softening.

Toggle the effect on/off to see before and after.  After viewing

you may feel that the overall effect needs dialed back.





Click the “New” brush button and use the pull down 

for Brighten Eyes.

Activate the “auto mask” option and brush the 

whites of the eye.

Click the “New” brush button again and choose Iris 

Enhance.

Make your slightly soft brush the size of the iris and 

click once over each eye to apply the brush.

You can create a new brush with a slight sharpening 

and more clarity and brush over the eyelashes and 

iris.





You can try to fix dark eye sockets with an 

adjustment brush adding exposure and 

maybe increasing the shadows.  If that 

doesn’t work or look realistic undo it and they 

can be dealt with in Photoshop or Elements.  

The procedure is listed at the end.  We want 

to finish all our Lightroom or Camera Raw 

steps first.



Again click the “New” brush button, use the pull 

down menu and select Teeth Whitening.

Activate the “auto mask” function, zoom in to at 

least 200% and paint on the teeth.  Having the 

“Show Selected Mask Overlay” box checked lets 

you see that you are not painting on the gums or 

lips.

After you see that you have painted the whole 

area turn off the mask overlay.  Toggle the brush 

on and off.  I usually adjust the exposure back a 

little on this one.

Look at these corrections magnified and at normal 

size to be certain that the balance is satisfying.



The steps for correcting dark eye sockets are as follows:

Open the image in either Photoshop or PS Elements.

Duplicate the background layer (ctrl J, cmd J, right click on 

the layer thumbnail>duplicate layer) and set this new 

layers blend mode to screen.

Next Alt click the add a layer mask icon to add a black 

mask.  Choose the brush tool (B) and set up a small, soft 

brush.  Left click in the Mask thumbnail to make sure it is 

active (it will highlight around the mask) and paint over 

the eyes with a white brush to reveal the much brighter 

eye sockets.

This looks awful so lower the duplicate layer Opacity to 

get a nice balance.

Once again, look at this correction magnified and at 

normal size to be certain that the balance is satisfying.



Links

OnOne software has some presets available for free: 

http://www.ononesoftware.com/products/lightroom-presets/

Portrait Pro is available at:

http://www.portraitprofessional.com/

Matt Kloskowski has lots of presets including brush presets at:

http://lightroomkillertips.com/category/presets/


